World Cleanup 2012
100 million tons of illegal garbage is estimated to be lying around on our beautiful home planet right now. Acting locally is not enough anymore. Civic movement Let’s Do It! is uniting all active people and organizations on our planet to join forces in World Cleanup 2012!

In 2012, starting from 24th of March until 25th of September, a series of cleanups will sweep over the globe, touching all continents, bringing together millions of volunteers in 100 countries. 

To bring together doers and initiators and share existing experience – the teams are organizing workshops and regional gatherings, introducing the World Cleanup 2012 around the world, involving civic and environmental movements who wish to make 2012 a big cleanup year. Each group or organization will be leading the cleanup action in their home area. See the list and contacts of the World Cleanup 2012 participating countries/teams here: www.letsdoitworld.org/countries The preparations for the joint action will be given a kick-start by the Let’s Do It! World Cleanup 2012 conference in Tallinn, Estonia, bringing together all the participating country leaders on January 13-15, 2012.

Using new technological solutions to bring people together and coordinate the efforts
Let’s Do It! movement is actively using the possibilities of the new technology, to coordinate the efforts and organize the work of contributing volunteers. 

The World Waste Map is an easy-to-use garbage mapping system, to monitor the situation and get specific data needed for planning a cleanup action. The applications for iPhone and Android phones able everyone to map waste on the go and contribute to the online World Waste Map. See the waste map, read the instructions and download applications here: http://www.letsdoitworld.org/mapthewaste
IT-programs have been developed to register volunteers, assign them automatically to the specific waste points and organize the waste handling logistics. The available solutions are offered to the teams in different locations working to organize the cleanup action in the frame of Let’s Do It! movement and World Cleanup 2012.

Raising the awareness on all levels by direct action

By being included in the World Cleanup 2012 series the local and global initiators help raise community awareness in international and regional media campaigns. To increase the impact of the action, it is essential to discover new cooperation possibilities with similar initiatives in all the regions, also to call for political and governmental levels to implement more sustainable waste handling policies. 

The movement and World Cleanup 2012 has been recognized by the European Parliament as a grass root effort deserving the support and cooperation from all levels: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?id=591494. 

We have successfully tested the concept by learning from each other, co-operating regionally and globally to make our planet clean and healthy. Our aim is to empower people to create the change. 

In our ranks there are many inspiring leaders and champions who have moved and engaged many people to action near and far. The cleanup initiators and organizers come from different countries, age groups, experiences and cultures. What connects them is the realization that each one of us can be a champion. And this is the message we wish to spread all over the world. Each one of us is able to make a difference - let’s do it!

Civic movement Let’s Do It!

How to unite and activate local communities to solve problems together ?

How to raise awareness about environmental issues and sustainability?

The civic movement Let's do it! World started from a country clean-up action Let's do it! Estonia in 2008 when a whole country of Estonia was cleaned up from 10 000 tons of illegal waste by more than 50,000 volunteers in just 5 hours!
The idea soon spread to the whole Europe and beyond. Next spring, in 2009, Latvia and Lithuania cleaned their countries with more than 250 000 people participating and have done it henceforth for three years engaging more people each year. On 20th of March 2010 Portugal cleaned their country with 200 000 people. Slovenia followed shortly, breaking all records with 270 000 people (which is 13% of the overall population of the country) taking part in the action. In the beginning of June the same year, Kyiv, the capital of Ukraine was cleaned. By now more than 2,7 million people have participated in Let’s Do It! cleanup actions in 16 countries – Estonia, India, Slovenia, Serbia, Finland, Romania, Latvia, Lithuania, Portugal, Bulgaria, Moldova, Ukraine, Cambodia, Russia, Hungary and Brazil.
The action model for Let’s Do It! cleanups has been simple: 1.)Raise the issue in public; 2.) Gather volunteers and partners to help you; 3.) Map the garbage; 4.) Invite the whole nation to join and 5.) Clean it all up in one day!
The movement is now consisting of a network of civic leaders from tens of different countries, who wish to initiate and support new cleanup actions globally and share the experience and tools that have grown out from the previous cleanup actions. Let’s Do It! is not just about one single country or nation – the aim of the movement is to empower, unite and support grass root level civic action towards cleaner and healthier environment. Constituting an activist force against illegal garbage already on a global scale. At the heart of the movement is a belief that each one of us can be the champion for the Earth!

Please take a look at a short video about the first cleanup (in many different languages) that has inspired people in different countries, to take action: www.youtube.com/letsdoitworld
The results 

To sum up the immediate and long term results of the action in Estonia:

• 22,5 million euros worth of work was done with the cost of 0.5 million Euros; 

• The State Forest Management Centre reported in spring 2011: 75% decrease of the waste dumping problem since 2008;

• 10 000 tons of garbage from the nature and public areas was put into proper waste handling process;

• 40% of the garbage was recycled - a record for Estonia at that time.

The results of the Let’s Do It! cleanup actions in different countries have been: 

1. Amount of illegal waste drastically reduced;

2. Public awareness about the waste and sustainability issues has increased; 

3. Successful co-operation experience throughout the society as well as internationally;

4. New wave of civic initiatives that tackle pressing issues in the society in cooperation with public and private sector.

Homepage: www.letsdoitworld.org
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/letsdoitworld
